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Calendar of Future Events 
See Page 5 for February Refrigerator Calendar 

 
April 3-5 Williamsburg Garden Symposium, Colonial Williamsburg 
April 4, 6:30 pm 4-H Lawn Mowing Project, St. Luke’s Methodist Church 
April 6, 6:30 pm Plant Health Clinic, www.yorkcounty.gov/vce, “Upcoming Events” 
April 11, 6:30 pm 4-H Lawn Mowing Project, St. Luke’s Methodist Church 
April 12, 9:30-12:00 Quarterly Master Gardener Meeting – Bring food & a plant for the Learning Garden Sale 
April 12, 6:30 pm Plant Health Clinic, www.yorkcounty.gov/vce, “Upcoming Events” 
April 16, 8:00-3:00 Gardening 2005, Christopher Newport University 
April 20, 12:00 n HearSay Gardening Radio Show on WHRO 89.5 FM 
April 27, 9:30 am Training Session for 4-H Mums Project at the Extension Office 
April 28, 6:30 Plant Health Clinic, www.yorkcounty.gov/vce, “Upcoming Events” 
April 29 Arbor Day Celebration, Coventry Elementary School, contact vtertychny@cox.net for info 
April 30 York County Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, more about this in the April Green Thumb 
May 7, 9:30-12:00 Learning Garden Plant Sale 
June 21-26 Master Gardener College at Virginia Tech 
 

Thursdays Work/Learn Day in the Learning Garden 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
For additions/corrections to the Calendar of Events contact Jody at 890-4940, or Byrdie Hawley at 898-6175 or 
E-mail dabhawley@cox.net (Put Green Thumb in the subject line).  The deadline for the Green Thumb is 
ALWAYS the 15th of the month, no exception. 
 

E-mail changes:  If you have changes to any of the methods of communication to you please notify Jody.  Jody 
will pass the word.  We want to keep in contact with you.  These changes will be posted to the weekly e-mails 
and will be in the Green Thumb. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Master Gardener Mission Statement 
Our mission, as trained volunteers in partnership with the York County, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent, 

is to provide horticultural educational opportunities to the public through research-based horticultural 
programs and activities to enhance our environment, lives and community. 

www.ext.vt.edu 
Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 

state and local governments. 
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless, of race, color, religion, sex, 

Age, veteran status, national origin, disability, or political affiliation.  An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

LUNCH WITH THE QUEEN AT ELIZABETHAN GARDENS 
Go to http://www.elizabethangardens.org or call (252) 473-3234 for details. 
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 The Green Thumb Newsletter is prepared for York 
County Extension Volunteers by

James M. Orband 
Extension Agent, ANR 

And 
Byrdie Hawley, Extension Volunteer

Notes from Jim 
 

This month is a blur.  Thank you for your patience when you leave messages.  
A lot of programs are going on that are moving forward because of your 
involvement and commitment.  Thank you for all of that support.  
  

Be sure to listen to “Gardening Hearsay” on March 16, 12:00–1:00 pm on 
WHRO – 89.5.      
======================================================== 
 
Coordinators Comments:  Master Gardeners have been very busy already in 2005 and we continue to 
prepare for the events in upcoming months. Be sure to check your calendar so you won’t miss anything! 
Congratulations to our first 2004 interns to reach their 50 hours, David Taylor and Trudy Edwards. Now is the 
perfect time to complete the 50 hours because there are so many programs available and you can volunteer for 
any of them. The last thing I want to keep you abreast of is the continuing saga of getting York County 
recognized by the state. Most of those who were recognized and given awards last fall will be included in the 
next issue of “In Season”, which is sent directly to you by the state.  However, for an unexplainable reason, the 
following were omitted from the list:  Lana Rackley, Teela and Jim Robertson, Janine Casey, Laurice Becker, 
Dana Burgett, and Karen Ward. I will see to it that you are included in the list that should come out next summer.  
And apparently, if you missed the fall meeting where the awards were handed out, you still have not received 
your certificate and pin.  If you are one of these, please contact Jim or myself so we can get you your 
recognition.  We are fine-tuning a process where everyone who passes a state award level will be recognized at 
MG College or in the fall at our programming meeting.  But these milestones will only be recognized once a year 
and the cutoff each year will be in May.  More information about that as May gets closer.  I hope you are taking 
advantage of these cold, winter days to plan your gardens for next year.  There are several resource books in 
the office that can be checked out—take advantage of them!  Terry Hanson, Coordinator 
 
Learning Garden News:  Come join us in the garden on Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:30.  The first Thursday of 
each month we start with a meeting in the Environmental Services Building and then are in the garden, time 
permitting.  We are busy getting ready for our Plant Sale May 7, 9:30-Noon and will need help in potting plants 
in addition to weeding and mulching the garden.  If anyone has plants to donate, please place them on the 
potting bench behind the shed and make sure that you have at least one labeled – genus and species if you 
know it, but at least a plant name.  We would prefer that the plants be dropped off on Thursday while we are 
there, but are happy to receive plants at any time.  If anyone has any old mini-blinds we would love to have them 
for our plant labels.  Bring them to any planning meeting or to the garden.  Please stop by the garden to see the 
new rocks in the creek bed.  Thanks to all for the help on the project – it wouldn’t have gone as well without 
you or been half as much fun! 
 
Pruning Team:  The 2005 pruning season is in full swing.  We have had very successful events for the 
Homeowner Fruit Pruning and True Value Hardware clinics.  Jim Orband has also spoken to the Marlbank Cove 
homeowners.  Upcoming are clinics for Upper York County at Banbury Cross Subdivision, Lower York County at 
Marlbank Farms Subdivision and Ken Mathews Nursery.  We also have classes coming up for Newport News 
Groundskeepers and new Master Gardener trainees for Chesapeake, Norfolk and Isle of Wight, Surry and 
Southampton.  Thanks to all who have volunteered for these clinics and classes.  Trudy Edwards 
 

2005 Pruning Clinic Schedule: 
 Tue., Mar. 1, 9:00-12:00, Pruning Training, Norfolk Master Gardeners, Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
 Thur., Mar. 3, 9:00-12:00, Pruning Training, Isle of Wight, Surry and Southampton Master Gardeners, 

HRAERC 
 Sept/Oct, Pruning Training, 2005 Peninsula Master Gardener Training 
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2005 Horticultural Extravaganza 
 
Date: March 5th, 2005 (Saturday) 
Time: 8:15am - 3:00pm 
Place: York High School, 9300 George Washington Memorial Highway, Yorktown, VA 

Only a few days until the Extravaganza!!! 
New location!!! More classes!!! More exhibitors!!! 

The schedule and registration material are posted at 
http://www.yorkcounty.gov/vce/upcomingevents/hort/hort_extrav.htm.  Have you identified which committees you 
wish to serve on? Please contact the specific committee chairperson to volunteer.  
  
Committee Chairpersons: 
Tickets and Registration: Jackie Lohr  Finance: Julie Rolston 
Facilities: Bill Calle Equipment: Jim Robertson 
Posters: Lily Lach  Copying: Laurice Becker 
Lunch: Sybil Przypek  Hospitality: Judy Lange 
Moderators: Karen Ward  Exhibitors: Lynn Tertychny 
Evaluations: Martha Wilkins 
 
If you have any questions, or suggestions, please contact this year's coordinator, Ellen Calle, at 
e.calle@cox.net or 868-1207. 
 
Horticultural Therapy Notes:  Needed items: floral foam (can be used), wire, tape, etc.  The March session 
will be March 22, 2005 at 10:15 AM at York Convalescent Center.     
Contact Brenda Bradshaw to volunteer:   898-4733 or email C.Bradshaw@att.net.   
On-Site Plant Health Clinics:  Spring is around the corner and that means it's time for the On-Site Plant 
Health Clinics.  These clinics involve citizens in a hands-on educational program in their neighborhood and teach 
correct horticultural practices for their landscapes.  Extension staff will present a brief review of existing county-
wide problems and then walk around with residents to observe, diagnose, and recommend remedies for 
landscape problems.  A Question and Answer period will close the clinic.   
  
DATES: April 6, 12, 28 TIME:  6:30-7:45 pm LOCATION:  York County - various landscapes 
 May 4, 17 
 
The schedule will be available in March 2005.  To assist with clinics please contact Rebecca Cho at 565-7050 
or tombeccacho@cox.net.  Also needed is a recommendation for an upper York County site.  
 
Butterfly Gardening:  Dr. Paul A. Thomas from the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service 
spoke at the 2005 Mid-Atlantic Horticulture Short Courses in Virginia Beach.  He stressed the importance not 
only of planting for butterflies but also of the chronology of blooms.  Make sure that you have continuous blooms 
throughout the summer.   
 
In addition to the sand, water and one tablespoon of dolomite lime slurry you provide for the butterflies, place flat 
rocks in your garden slightly tipped towards the morning sun so butterflies can rest and warm their wings. 
 
Dr. Thomas’ idea for fun with butterflies at a party:  Freeze rotten fruit such as bananas and melons.  About 
two hours before a child/grandchild’s birthday party, place the fruit in a ceramic, glass or clay bowl out in the sun.  
(Aluminum and plastic cause an acid zing that hurts the butterfly.)  The sun’s heat releases “esters” which the 
butterflies can sense from miles away.  They will come calling, eat, light on the children and stay still so the 
children can examine them and you can get some wonderful pictures.  Jackie Lohr 

 
 

Check out this website for information on the 2005 International Master Gardener 
Conference in Saskatchewan:  http://www.mastergardener2005.usask.ca/ 
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Arbor Day Celebration 
 
Date:  April 29, 2005 (Friday) 
Place: Coventry Elementary School, 200 Owen Davis Blvd., Yorktown 
 
We will kick off our celebration this year with a school-wide poster contest in mid-April. The winners will be 
announced at an assembly for First and Second graders on the 29th.  The assembly will include a skit performed 
by the Junior Master Gardeners from Coventry as well as a (very) short talk on the history of the Liberty Elm 
tree. Following the assembly, the JMG club will assist with the planting of a Liberty Elm in front of the school. If 
you would like to be involved in the celebration, please contact Lynn Tertychny at 865-2984 or 
vtertychny@cox.net. Thanks so much to those who have already volunteered! 
 
4-H Chrysanthemum Project 2005:  We have begun planning our Mums Project for this year and are 
anticipating a fun year. On April 27 at 9:30 am, at the Extension Office, we will have a training session for those 
MG's interested in helping with the program. This session will be led by Jim and will cover how to plant the 
rooted mum plants and teach the children how to plant the mums at the first session in May. It will help us all be 
consistent in what we tell the participants and will help us brush up on our planting skills. We'd love to have any 
and all MG's who'd like to help this year and if you can't come to the training session, you can still help out. The 
dates for this year's project are May 25, June 1, July 13, August 10, and September 21. Please contact Rene' 
Kauder at 868-9606 or rbkauder@cox.net for more information and to sign up to help. Thanks! 
 
New for You…at the Library:  Janet Gecowets has written some great book reviews on some of the new 
books in the library.  Check out these books:  The Gardener’s Gripe Book by Abby Adams (humorous), Small 
Gardens by Peter McHoy (British style), Gardening in a Small Space by Lance Hattatt (for intermediate 
gardeners). 
 
Master Gardener Hours:  Many thanks to everyone for turning in your Master Gardener hours.  You all have 
been busy!  It is fun to be part of an organization where everyone is enthusiastic about gardening and 
volunteering. Your hours can be emailed to me at dlange@infionline.net, snail mailed to: Judy Lange, 7 Robert's 
Landing Dr., Poquoson, VA 23662, given to me at our monthly meetings or dropped off at the extension office. 
A recap of the three categories of hours: 
1. Community Outreach --- Use this when you are face to face with the public or working in the learning garden. 
2. Continuing Education --- Acquiring additional knowledge about gardening.  i.e. classes, visiting gardens etc. 
3. Administration Support --- Everything else. 
I will enter what you have put on your time sheet.  If you provide your email address on the time sheet, I will 
email you a report summarizing your training and volunteer hours.  Please keep a back-up copy of your time 
sheet.  If you get behind in turning in your hours, get out your calendar and fill out the time sheet as best you 
can.  Please let me know if you have any questions about your total hours.  Bear with me as I learn the software!     
Judy Lange 
 

4-H Youth Lawn Mowing Program:  We have a full roster of youth signed up for this program.  The program 
will include class topics on Lawn Mower Safety, Basic Lawn Care, Mower Maintenance, and Starting a Mowing 
Business.  Classes are held at St. Luke’s Methodist Church, Ella Taylor Road, Monday nights in March and April.  
If you are interested in helping with this program contact Teri Cheslak at 874-8181.   
 

Water Steward Program:  A Water Steward program for advanced training is being established for classes in 
the Fall.  The pro6gramming focus will address how the Advanced Master Gardener Water Steward Program 
can serve Peninsula counties in their efforts to meet the goal of reducing soil and nutrient runoff into the 
Chesapeake Bay.  The Master Gardener volunteers will be trained to help establish programs to assist 
homeowners, associations, landscape professionals and others in utilizing best management practices for a 
healthy environment.  Joanne Roberts 
 



 

  March 2005   
S M T W T F S 

Feb 27  Feb 28  
 

Mar 1 
9:00-12:00 
Pruning Training, 
Norfolk Botanical 
Gardens  

2 
10:00, Jr. MG 
meeting,  
Extension Office 
10:00-5:00, Municipal 
Employees Pesticide 
Recert 
 

3 
9:00-12:00 
Pruning Training, 
HRAERC 

4 5  
2005 

Horticultural 
Extravaganza 

6    7 
6:30-8:00 pm 
4-H Lawn Mowing, 
St. Luke’s Church 

8  
9:30-11:30 
Monthly Planning 
Meeting 

9  
9:00-2:00 
Safeguarding Animal 
Health in VA training 

10 
10:00-4:00 
Unit Coordinators 
Meeting 

11 12 
 

13 14  
6:30-8:00 pm 
4-H Lawn Mowing, 
St. Luke’s Church 

15  
 

16   
 

17 
9:30 Peninsula MG 
Training Planning 
Meeting, Northside 
Church of Christ 

18  
9:00-3:00 
Commercial 
Pesticide Recert., VA 
Beach 

19  
 

20  
1st Day of 

Spring 
21  
12:00-1:00 
WHRO-89.5 
“GARDENING 
HEARSAY” 
6:30-8:00 pm 
4-H Lawn Mowing, 
St. Luke’s Church 

22 
10:15 Hort Therapy – 
York Convalescent 
Center 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 
 

26  
 

27  
 
Easter 
Sunday 

28  
 

29 

 
30 
 
 

31 
 

April 1 

 
April 2 

 

 
                                                                                                 The Green Thumb.  A Newsletter of Extension Horticultural Activities and Events for York County Extension Volunteers 


